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- When the nations of Bast

BELGRADE
and West {inally assemble in Ielsinki for a
Yarepean secuvity conference, it is a sure

thing that the press of hoth will he-there to
record the event — each from ils own point
of view, Like the conferees themselves, the
‘man from Pravda and the man from thc

BEC will bring their own hiases “and thei
own differing perceplions of truth to that
meeting.

Over the years, not much study has been
given to the press’ role in the cold war, par-
ficularly to the role of the Western press.,
Newspapers gnd radio slations, of course,
did not divide Europe or make thc confron-
tation. Dul.they have heen heavily involved
in it, right from the start. So it is hard {o
Jdmagine any real velaxaticn in Europe un-
lazs hoth.sides temper their words and, if
such a thing is really possible, refine thelr
-jimages of cach other.

Leaving aside the knotva role of the Com-
. munist press as a controlled vehicle of stat
and party poliey, it night still be \"01l11
asking whether the “independent” Weslern
media. do not serve also as au occasiong!
conduil for propaganda, and unwitting tool
of Western ideology.
© A few years agb, an American newspaper
carried o story about Vietnam under the
‘headline, “Americans Kill 54 Iteds.”” A Yugo-
. slav (hpmnmL disercelly pointed out to the
editor that the headling could not possibly
“be correet, While U.S. troops may have killed
‘B4 Vietcong, he noted, in all probability not
"more than fom' or five of the viclinis were
 Communist Party membors, or “Reds” The
dlqunctl(m may secm a technical one. But to
" {ne Communist diplomat it seemed a callous
lchp*onentauon subtly reinforcing tihe
-idea that “Ned” equals enciy,

In August of this year, this covmspondult :

‘renorted from ]ucharcst that Soviet units

“would manecuver joinily with locdl {roops in !
. The source of the in--

. “PBulgaria in %eptomb
formatlion was a very hltfh ranking Western,
dlp'omat Mancuvers have since tahon placcy
in Dulgaria — but apparently without the
three Soviet divisions mentioned by the dip-
Jomat, Whether be was duped, ov the corme-

or whether the originaling

“souree was, ‘no CIA, M-15 or cven the BB
“cannot he ascortamﬂcl. Maybe joint maneu

vers were called off, Mayhbe they will still

talu, ‘place. Whatever e truih is, or wiwoey-
er’s purpcse was. served, the story had the

ceffect of increasing tensmﬁs in the Balkams,

" Nevertheless  Western  reporting of
ihe Communist world has become W‘Uy
nmore sophisticated and discriminating ia the
last 10 yeavs. '

Jo some degree, eastern journals also may
have bdeome some\\hat ‘niore even and
“ohicetive on events in the West This has
1onff been true of {he lively, informative Yu-

gosldv pregs, though Yugoslav jour na’!ms i

:Amcmcg admit )f)t it talies gll hm aliill in
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r Release

/\‘J(( -
\./\,/).}

the one hand,

A e .
P el TR
]‘i,.t‘u il"f“i) H q}‘

..._[:}.\_!‘ Coea
X, -
s AT /
N
vr ay Blerrea
Ly Ban Iorgan
Washinglon Post Forelgn Service

1 . . v

dialeetical wriling to report on workers dem-
ongtraling in suppmt of U S. thnall in-
valvernent.

This summer, the Warsaw weekly Polilyka
copened. up its colummns Lo an East-Wes
logue” -on Fuvopean security between its edi-
tor, Mieczyslaw F. Rakowski, and the cditor
of the T.ondon Feonomist, Alastair Burnet,

Othprwise, there hag been very Jittle re-
firement in Communist commeniary on the
capitilist world, ‘Thus, the Polish newspaper
Slowwn Powszechne Jcconlly described the
pressgovernment snruggle over publicalion
vy Pentagon Papers in the United States
ag ome involving “powerful interest groups
of Aimerican capital” -

I\L\’Clﬂ)(‘lCS\ the question can be ]dlbf"d

few would deny todoy i/zat the

(bmhn) wall, repugnont ﬂb it s, Ld

stabilize Fmt German; C

W hothor 1dcologv Jmposes certam limits on
Westorn as well as Tastern reporting,

A sociclogical study of this rmight
focus on several of the following questions:

© Doos our press report more positively

on Communist couhiries with which the
United States and Weslern Europe have
good relations than with {hose with which
relations ave bad? 1' or instance, what is the
1"|1mn of “posmv and “neyatlvc” arlicles
between, say, Yugoslavia and Romania ow
and Fast Germiany and Bul-
garia on the olher?

e ITow does the numher of articles de-
voled in the Western media to, say, lack of
civil liberlies in Brazil, Bolivia and Greece
compare wilh the number devoled lo. re-
straints on individual freedoni in the Soviet
Union and Czechoslavakia? 1f there is a
substantial imbalance, has the reasoi for it
be en o\nlaincd adequately 1o mwxpnpcr

P»(‘\o

“dia-

“the Berlin Wall, In tﬂe flush of anger ¢

“ing

Do

' (l_"\-,

601R000400480001-1

”

. Woxﬂd it have bheen conceivable for an
‘American newspapar in 1968 1o have made a

dialectical argument supporting the inva-
sion  of - Czechoslovakia - perhaps on

grounds that Alexander Dubeek was leading
a movement that could have brought the
world to war? ’

The point may .be that the Western
medm {ree and uncensored tbough they av
also opmate perforee within the confiltes of
a rough ideological framework, though the
economic and pmmcal vectors that nml:o
this so are little understood,

On Aug. 13, 1961, the West enjoyed {he
most spcctacul o propaganda victory of the
entire postwar period, \nih the building of
and
frustration, it would have been an unpopil
lar C(hlo“ldhm who applauded the act as a .
p(nlh\’e contribution to stablilily and peace.
ft is likely that anyone who did so could
oven have been suspect as a “Communist
sympathizer.,” Yet few would deny: {oday
that tbe wall, repugnant as il is, gicd stabilize.
Fast (xermany -— an indigspensable condilion
for Kurepean peace and security,

If some new kind of ethical code for
Fasi-West reporting after the securily con-
forence weve to be drawn up, it might start
from the premise that botlh sides are defend-
ing a social syslem and neither is entir e,y

objective. Tt might then go on te reguive
overy atot‘v critical of the other systom to

- patance this with some criticism of its own.

The Western media, of course, are already a*
long way toward doing this. Time mdganfu“q»
mucle on the December Polish riols spoke
of “a nation in {lames” . . . Its cover story
on Belfast in Auvgust was called “Northern
Ireland in TFlawes” ° .

Under the “balance” system, the Soviet
media writing about the American govern-
ment’s sceret involvement in Indochina’
would he obliged to write that the Soviet
Ubion had concealed the full extent of ils
own aid to the Arab stales fron Russian tax-
payers,

The East, in other words, is prepared to
believe the worst about the West, and vice
versa, and as the history of the ].'151 26 years
indicales, not without rcason.

However, the general iinpression is that the
Communist press usually gets iis facis
str:uc'ht The copy is often dull, slow ju ¢ora-
hmlted in depth of perception, and cou-
cluslons are slanted. Dut the raw daua is
usually correct. Until the East malches the
West in providing ways lo check information
and collect dah Western reports will re-
main at a disady m{d"c, and the Connunist

regimes will have few grounds Lo complain
bou{ Crrors. :
If the Furopcan securily conference

spoeds that day it could be a small step fo-
ward relaxalion, and a new era for the fool
soldiers of the cold war, the cdilors and
journalists of Llast and Wost
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*"I'he Russians sent a big delegation,” Law said, “but there ;

- Was 1o one else from the United States. I was the onc one, so
¢ when the flags were infroduced or {oasts exchanged, I jusl fell -
into representing the United States and as a result I got in-
viled by the Russian delegation to atiend the Moscow fibn

i
{
i

Sl FFAIE r I\\' 1A /-fi' ; festival the following year.” o ) :
: ' {j‘ﬁ - lj j § [ é\ / . He also cemented his friendship with Ivashoff and has con- )
v H RS J ,/ o ¢ linued corresponding with him. 2o
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Appropriately, I met Baron Manfred von Richthofen, widely '

" known as the Red Baron, at Boom Trenchard’s, the restaurant

. hard by Lindbergh Field which features memorahilia from

World War 1. .
-The setling was perfect for our discussion of Spads, Fok-

" kers, Tigers Moths and Stamps, which were {he flying cralf of

¢ the era. The baron was, of course, Germany’s most celebraled |

cus credited with downing 80
Allied craft before he, him-
self, was shot down.

Richthoven himself at Boom

ing Wednesday al the Cali-
fornia Thealer. :
“The “Brown” of the title

Naturally, it was nol Von .

Trenchard’s bt John Phillip

Law, the actor who portrays j
him in *“Von Richthoven and '
Brown,” motion picturce open- ‘

+ Most recently, Law spent six months in Bulgaria, where he
i Played the lead in a film version of a Jules Verne adventure
“Michael Strogoff.”” His most interesting experience there was
being arrested during Uie May Day celebration. '

Bulgarians suspect espionage
'« I had my camera out on the strect, taking pictures of the
parade. Some imaginaiive general got il into his head that I
was a CIA,.
certainly must have had a guilly conscience about sc)me-‘.j
thing.” i . :
Law was let free after a fes hours when his Italian employ-
i ers were able to explain to the Bulgarians that he was only an
eccentrie American actor who liked to take pictures. '
Back to “Von Richthoven and Brown,” il was filmed in
Ireland, primarily because that's where most World War
I-type planes are, having been used in such previous produc-
= tons as “The Blue Max' and “Darling Lili.” Also there are
members of the Irish Air Force willing 1o Hy them. :
“1 don'l know how much longer this will be able lo contin- .
ue,” sald Law. “We lost five men during the filining of this
“picture alone. I’s not always the glamorous, fun-filled busi- |

I
|

agent taking inctiminating pictures of him. He

refers to one Roy Brown, a
Canadian flying for Rrilain’s

Royal Air Force, e was the
one who was officially credit--
ed with downing Von Richtho- «
ven’s plane. ;

i

JOHN PRILLIP LAW olm afraid that s not ex-|
o S actly true,” Law said as. we:
looked over the model World War I planes at Boom’s. “About !
90 percent of the plot of our picture would be destroyed if we'!
didn’t go along with this supposition, but it can’t be supported .
by fact.. . . '
“All of the research that T was able to do led to the con-
clusion that Von Richthoven was shot down from {he ground —!
by some of Brown’s fellow Cinadians, members of a machine '
_gunerew.” o e o4
- Law enjoys researching his roles, even though it sometimes
. leads to conclusions the movie can’t support. But he has pick-,
. ed up considerable informalion (his way, as well as some |
¢ interesting friends. : o '

! mness it's supposed to be.”

g . —

- Played'in ‘Russians Are Coming’ C
The first role he had in a hit film was as the love-sick
T Russian seaman in ““The Russians Are Coming, the Russians
Are Coming.” When he was cast, the director, Norman Jew- :
ison, told him to look at a fine Russian film called “Ballad of a
Soldier” and to patlern his characlerization on that of Viadi- |
- mir Ivasholf, who had the lead role. ‘ o

Law did betigh ProlvtedeF@ane%lease.JaOOQIQéM6 : CIA-RDP80-01601R00040018000
¢

© allend an internatiohal fiim festival in Cartagena, Colombia, ST

and he made arrangements to go there, tos. - e




